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6th Grade Core Classes 
 

 

English Language Arts (ELA) 
Students will be introduced to and practice 

comprehension skills and strategies using a variety of 

genres with a concentration on providing strong and 

relevant evidence while discovering connections in their 

reading. Students will write engaging narratives, 

researched-based informational essays, and thoughtful 

argumentative pieces that integrate mentor examples, 

personal experiences, and authentic research.   

 

Math 
Students will focus on four critical areas: (1) connecting 

the ideas of ratios and rates to multiplication and division 

of whole numbers and fractions, (2) building upon the 

understanding of the number system with rational 

numbers, introducing negative numbers, (3) writing and 

understanding expressions and equations with variables, 

while solving one-step equations, and (4) developing an 

understanding of statistics, learning how to use and 

calculate various measures of center and variability. 

 

Science 
Students will study the processes that shape the Earth 

and explain the universe. This course will explore the 

four main branches of Earth Science, which includes the 

following: geology, oceanography, meteorology, and 

astronomy. Students will learn in detail about the Earth’s 

interior and the theory of plate tectonics. Students will 

also learn about Earth’s systems and their interactions. 

Students will explore the current theories that describe 

the formation or Earth, our Solar System, and the 

universe. 

 

Study Skills   

Students will learn and apply important life skills: 

organization, note-taking, study strategies, test 

taking, paper writing, goal setting, action planning, 

and speaking and listening skills for use throughout 

their educational career. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Studies   
Students will expand their understanding of history by 

studying the people and events of the major Western 

and non-Western ancient civilizations. Geography is of 

special significance in the development of the human 

story. Continued emphasis is placed on the everyday 

lives, problems, and accomplishments of people, their 

role in developing social, economic, and political 

structures, as well as in establishing and spreading 

ideas that helped transform the world forever. Students 

develop higher level and critical thinking skills by 

considering why civilizations developed where and when 

they did, why they became dominant, and why they 

declined. 

 

Physical Education  
Students will learn and apply the principles, practices 

and the importance of lifelong fitness. Students will focus 

on rules, etiquette, and skill technique for a variety of 

sports and recreational activities. Fitness evaluations will 

be completed to determine fitness goals with the goal of 

improving overall fitness and health. 

 

Art  
Students will build upon previously developed drawing, 

painting, and sculpting skills, and study units featuring 

ancient to contemporary art, spanning the continents of 

Africa, North and South America, and Europe. 

Additionally, they will gain exposure to new media such 

as lino block printmaking, sand, adhesive boards, and 

even custom jigsaw puzzles. The trimester will allow for 

a fast paced, yet balanced curriculum of both 2D and 3D 

works of art. 

 

Guidance 

Students will continue their learning about 

foundational tools to help promote emotion 

regulation, interpersonal relationships, and self-

care through a variety of activities focusing on 

healthy decision making and coping skills. Students 

will be introduced to the Xello program and begin 

building their college and career readiness portfolio 

which will follow them throughout their secondary 

school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sports and Recreation 

Students will be introduced to the importance of 

physical fitness in a variety of aerobic and 

anaerobic activities to promote lifetime fitness. 

 

Art Immersion  

Students will develop both teacher and student-led 

projects beyond the curriculum and also experience 

collaborative art production in the service of the 

school and community. Significant personal and 

studio responsibility are expected, as well as 

receptiveness to participating in contest entries, film 

festivals, theatrical scenery and props, and 

anthology collections.  

 

Band  

Students will develop musical abilities through the 

study of instrumental music. Students will learn the 

fundamentals necessary to properly hold and 

produce a characteristic sound on a band 

instrument. Instrument care and proper rehearsal 

etiquette are taught and practiced. Students will 

perform in concerts, band fest, marching parades, 

ensembles and more. 

 

Choir  
Students will take steps in learning to sing with  
confidence and excellent tone in large choir concert 
performances through practiced rehearsal techniques, 
and sight singing practice. Students will learn the  
fundamental characteristics of the human voice as well 
as good maintenance and healthy habits. Students will 
perform in concerts, choir fest, ensembles and more. 

 
Intro to Woodworking 
Students will learn the basic use of tools to make a  
small woodworking project while incorporating 
mathematics, and engineering. 
Parent permission will be required  
due to the use of hand tools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technology Applications 

Students will learn beginner use and formatting of 

documents, spreadsheets, slides and web pages to 

increase productivity in core classes. They will 

explore the basic components of computer 

mechanics and program including scratch coding, 

the engineering design process, and iterative 

problem-solving. 

 

Spanish 

Students will discover the language and culture of 

Spanish-speaking countries and communities while 

learning vocabulary about numbers, colors, food, 

family, holidays and more.  We will focus on 

listening and speaking. 

 

Peer Mentor Program 

Students will learn how to become a peer mentor. 

Peer mentor refers to a program in which an older 

youth (mentor) is matched with a younger student 

(mentee) for the purpose of guiding and supporting 

the mentee in many areas of his or her academic, 

social, and emotional development. The program’s 

outcomes are achieved through the establishment 

of trusting, mutually beneficial relationship building. 

 

Math Extension  
Students will engage in problem-based inquiry to  
address real-world mathematical scenarios. Problem-
based learning creates opportunities for students to 
engage in true problem solving and higher-ordered 
thinking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6th Grade Elective Classes 
 



English Language Arts (ELA)  
Students will continue to develop comprehension 

speaking and listening skills through the study of 

characterization in book clubs focusing on author’s 

purpose and story-telling techniques. Students will 

write narratives and argument-based essays using 

fiction and non-fiction to support claims.  

Developing these components will support students 

in becoming lifelong readers and writers.  

 

Math 

Students will focus on four critical areas: (1) 

developing and understanding proportional 

relationships, (2) understanding operations with 

rational numbers to begin working with expressions 

and linear equations with fractions, decimals, and 

percent, (3) solving problems regarding area, 

surface area, and volume with two- and three-

dimensional figures, and (4) representing 

probabilities using various methods, comparing 

experimental and theoretical probabilities, and 

determining independent vs. dependent events. 
 

Science 

Students will study the characteristics of living 

things, plant and animal cell structures, the 

characteristics of unicellular and multicellular life, 

genetics, classification of organisms, and the 

structure and function of plants. Students will 

explore life cycles, stimuli and behavior, and how 

organisms maintain homeostasis. Students will 

investigate cell theory, cell structures, and basic 

functions such as photosynthesis, respiration, and 

homeostasis. Students will compare cells to 

organisms and explore the similarities and 

differences between unicellular and multicellular 

organisms. 

 

Study Skills 

Students will learn and apply important life skills: 

organization, note-taking, study strategies, test 

taking, paper writing, goal setting, action planning, 

and speaking and listening skills for use throughout 

their educational career. 

 

 

 

Social Studies 

Students will expand their understanding of the 

history of the United States from the early 1600s to 

the Civil War. Students will learn to develop critical 

thinking skills as they study cause and effect 

relationships, and will examine political, 

geographical, economic, and cultural factors which 

have shaped the behavior of important figures and 

everyday Americans. They will learn that in order to 

maintain and refine our democratic system of 

government, we need an active and involved 

citizenry whose informed judgments are derived 

from an awareness and knowledge of the US 

Constitution and US historical context. 

 

Physical Education 

Students will learn and apply the principles, 

practices and the importance of lifelong fitness. 

Students will focus on rules, etiquette, and skill 

technique for a variety of sports and recreational 

activities. Fitness evaluations will be completed to 

determine fitness goals with the goal of improving 

overall fitness and health. 

 

Art 

Students will begin producing a diverse portfolio of 

work that reflects a juxtaposition of historical art 

contexts and 21st century “Pop Art” inspired visual 

culture. The curriculum of this grade also features 

units that coincide with other academic areas such 

as history, literature, and physical education. Like 

all grades, the units of study are diverse and 

contain a balanced selection of 2D, 3D, and various 

forms of art media. 

 

Guidance  

Students will continue their learning about 

foundational tools to help promote emotion 

regulation, interpersonal relationships, and self-

care through a variety of activities focusing on 

healthy decision making and coping skills.  

Students will be introduced to the Xello program 

and begin building their college and career 

readiness portfolio which will follow them 

throughout their secondary school career. 

7th Grade Core Classes 
 



Sports and Recreation  
Students will be introduced to the importance of  
physical fitness in a variety of aerobic and anaerobic 
activities to promote lifetime fitness. 

 

Art Immersion  

Students will develop both teacher and student-led 

projects beyond the curriculum and experience 

collaborative art production in the service of the 

school and community. Significant personal and 

studio responsibility are expected, as well as 

receptiveness to participating in contest entries, film 

festivals, theatrical scenery and props, and 

anthology collections. 

 

Band 

Students will develop musical abilities through the 

study of instrumental music. Students learn the 

fundamentals necessary to properly hold and 

produce a characteristic sound on a band 

instrument. Instrument care and proper rehearsal 

etiquette are taught and practiced. Students will 

perform in concerts, band fest, marching parades, 

ensembles and more. 

 

Choir  
Students will take steps in learning to sing with  
confidence and excellent tone in large choir concert 
performances through practiced rehearsal techniques  
and sight singing practice. Students learn the  
fundamental characteristics of the human voice as well as 
good maintenance and healthy habits. Students will 
perform in concerts, choir fest, ensembles and more. 
 

Intro to Woodworking 
Students will learn the basic use of tools to make a  
small woodworking project while incorporating 
mathematics, and engineering. Parent permission  
will be required due to the use of hand tools. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Technology Applications  
Students will learn beginner/intermediate skills for 
formatting documents, spreadsheets, slides and web 
pages to increase productivity in core classes. They will 
research and design solutions to authentic problems,  
communicate this information using web design,  
animation, and video editing digital tools. 
 

Math Extension 
Students will engage in problem-based inquiry to address 
real-world mathematical scenarios. Problem-based 
learning creates opportunities for students to engage in 
true problem solving and higher-ordered thinking. 
 

Spanish  
Students will grow in their ability to speak and understand 
Spanish with a deeper look into the  
culture and language of Spanish-speaking communities 
the world. We will practice more speaking, while we focus 
on describing people and feelings, ordering food and 
asking and answering questions about many topics. 

 
Peer Mentor Program 
Students will learn how to become a peer mentor.  
Peer mentor refers to a program in which an older youth 
(mentor) is matched with a younger student (mentee)  
for the purpose of guiding and supporting the mentee  
in many areas of his or her academic, social, and 
emotional development. The program’s outcomes are 
achieved through the establishment of trusting, 
mutually beneficial relationship building. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7th Grade Elective Classes 
 



English Language Arts (ELA)  
Students will master skills and techniques previously 
taught that correlate to comprehension, inferencing,  
and analysis of author's craft, techniques, and point  
of view in fiction and nonfiction, while utilizing a  
variety of genres. Students will be immersed in memoir, 
position, and literary essays that will increase their 
research, writing, and communication skills.  
All these skills will aid students in being prepared  
for a more independent role in high school and beyond. 
 

Math 
Students will focus on four critical areas: (1) writing and 
evaluating expressions and solving linear equations  
with two variables, (2) understanding and using  
functions to describe quantitative relationships, (3) 
assessing two- and three-dimensional figures using 
distance and angle measure, and understanding the 
Pythagorean Theorem to find distances on a  
coordinate plane and analyze right triangles, and (4) 
completing the understanding of volume by calculating  
the volume of cones, cylinders, and spheres. 
 

Science 
Students will investigate the fundamentals of Physics, 
Chemistry, Astronomy, and  
Earth Science. Math skills will be called upon as force, 
motion, and energy are investigated. The properties of 
matter, atomic structure, and chemical reactions allow 
 the student to acquire an understanding of the world 
around them at a microscopic level. Electricity,  
magnetism, and waves will be discussed as the student 
learns how these are formed and the features that 
characterize them. The course also incorporates topics 
concerning the physical processes on earth, and the 
motions, characteristics, and forces in space. 
 

Study Skills   
Students will learn and apply important life skills: 
organization, note-taking study strategies, test taking, 
paper writing, goal setting, action planning, and speaking 
and listening skills for use throughout their educational 
career. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Studies 
Students will closely examine major changes brought 
about by the Civil War, the nation’s reconstruction, 
industrialization, urbanization, and progressive reforms.  
The implications that each of these events 
had on the expansion of the United States’ global  
influence through modern times will be examined.  
Course content will encourage students to think carefully 
about the challenges and opportunities facing the United 
States in the 21st century.  Students will use a variety of 
primary and secondary source material to understand and 
interpret the past, including multiple points of view and 
historical context. 
 

Physical Education 
Students will learn and apply the principles, practices and 
the importance of lifelong fitness. Students will focus on 
rules, etiquette, and skill technique for a variety of sports 
and recreational activities. Fitness evaluations will be 
completed to determine fitness goals with the goal of 
improving overall fitness and health. 
 

Art 
Students will implement their understanding of the 
foundational elements of art such as color, shape, line, 
texture, and value. Like other grades, their units will  
feature lessons from around the world, and from various 
periods in art history. They will handle more sophisticated 
tools including but not limited to electric engravers, 
fluorescent light boxes, creastone plaster, silk hoops and 
more. 
 

Guidance 
Students will focus their foundational tools to help  
promote positive relationships, and self-care through a 
variety of activities focusing on healthy decision making 
and coping skills. Students will continue 
the Xello Program which will transfer to their high 
school. Students will also be presenting a college  
and career slideshow of accumulated interests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8th Grade Core Classes 
 



Sports and Recreation 

Students will be introduced to the importance of  
physical fitness in a variety of aerobic and anaerobic 
activities to promote lifetime fitness. 

 
Art Immersion 
Students will develop both teacher and student-led 
projects beyond the curriculum and experience 
collaborative art production in the service of the school 
and community. Significant personal and studio 
responsibility are expected, as well as receptiveness to 
participating in contest entries, film festivals, theatrical 
scenery and props, and anthology collections. 
 

Band  
Students will develop musical abilities through a study  
of instrumental music. Students learn the fundamentals 
necessary to properly hold and produce a  
characteristic sound on a band instrument.  
Instrument care and proper rehearsal etiquette are  
taught and practiced. Students will perform in concerts, 
band fest, marching parades, ensembles and more. 
 

Choir  
Students will take steps in learning to sing with  
confidence and excellent tone in large choir concert 
performances through practiced rehearsal techniques, and 
sight singing practice. Students will learn the  
fundamental characteristics of the human voice as well as 
good maintenance and healthy habits. Students will 
perform in concerts, choir fest, ensembles and more. 
 

Intro to Woodworking  
Students will learn the basic use of tools to make a  
small woodworking project while incorporating 
mathematics, and engineering. Parent permission  
will be required due to the use of hand tools. 

 
Technology Applications  
Students will learn intermediate-level skills for  
formatting documents, spreadsheets, slides and web 
pages to increase productivity in core classes.  
Students will also explore basic principles of  
engineering, computer science, and data science to  
design solutions to authentic problems and use a  
variety of digital tools and technology to collaborate, 
communicate ideas, manage projects, and track  
progress toward team goals. 

 
 
 

 
 

Math Extension  
Students will engage in problem-based inquiry to  
address real-world mathematical scenarios. Problem-
based learning creates opportunities for students to 
engage in true problem solving and higher-ordered 
thinking. 
 

Spanish  
Students will begin to practice writing and basic  
grammar to prepare for high school Spanish.  We will 
build vocabulary and speaking skills on previous topics 
and adding sports, music, and travel. 

 
Peer Mentor Program 
Students will learn how to become a peer mentor.  
Peer mentor refers to programs in which an older  
youth (mentor) is matched with a younger student 
(mentee) for the purpose of guiding and supporting  
the mentee in many areas of his or her academic,  
social, and emotional development. The program’s 
outcomes are achieved through the establishment of 
trusting, mutually beneficial relationship building. 

8th Grade Elective Classes 
 


